Fecal incontinence.
Fecal incontinence is a common but infrequently reported, imperfectly understood, multifactorial disease with far-reaching socioeconomic and psychological implications. Limited success with somewhat empirical surgical procedures implies that patients should be investigated fully, indications for surgery should be clear, and disability should be serious enough to demand surgical intervention. Dietary adjustments and medical treatment should be tried first. Unwelcome though it is, colostomy may be the ultimate remedy in some patients.